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lives forfeited, as they would have regarded ours
under similar circumstances. " Despatch us/' they
said; " we are dead; do not make us linger in pain."
Some of them asked to be instructed before being
put to death; but they were told that we were not so
hasty in our judgments and actions as the Savages
generally are. Here is another alarm.

On the fourteenth of the same month, saint Bona-
venture's day, a man appeared on the other side of
the village of three Rivers, waving a blanket in the
air, as if he wanted some one to go to his assistance.
A shallop was manned, but as it took too long to suit
him, he made a small raft17 on which he embarked
and proceeded straight toward those who were going
to reconnoitre, calling out in French: Allans, allonsf
venez, venez!— "Come along! come, come!" On
hearing these words, they thought that it was one of
our two Frenchmen who had escaped; but finally
they found that it was a young Huron, named Ar-
mand, who, through [27] having been at our Semi-
nary, speaks a little French. He had been captured
the previous year, and taken to the Hiroquois coun-
try, where he endured horrible tortures. As he is
well known to the French, they received and
embraced him affectionately. After having briefly
answered the most pressing questions of the French,
he said: "Take me to the house of prayer, and
bring me a Father; I am very anxious to confess."
I assure you that he was well prepared. Faith does
wonders in the midst of dangers. After his Confes-
sion, and after his penance, which he wished to
perform before going out of the Chapel, he exclaimed,
as if he breathed freely once more: '' Now I am free!
Ah! how long I have desired to free myself from the


